sending at least one verification response, based upon the comparing of the first 
fingerprint file against the second fingerprint file and upon the comparing of the first 
identification for the user against the second identification for the user. 

6. The method according to claim 5 wherein the verification computer is a clearinghouse 

computer. 

7. The method according to claim 5 wherein the verification computer is a vendor 
computer. 

8. A method according to claim 5, wherein said step of sending at least one request to a 

user computer includes: 

sending a first request to the user computer for the first fingerprint file; and 
sending a second request to the user computer for the first identification for the user. 

9. A method according to claim 5, wherein said step of receiving at least one response 
fi-om the user computer includes: 

receiving a first response from the user computer including the fingerprint file; and 
receiving a second response from the user computer including the first identification for 
the user. 

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein the second response from the user computer 
is received prior to first response from the user computer. 

1 1 . A method according to claim 5, wherein said steps of comparing the first fingerprint 
file against a second fingerprint file, and comparing the first identification for the user against a 
second identification for the user are not performed simultaneously. 

12. A method according to claim 7, wherein said step of sending at least one response to 
the vendor computer, based upon the comparing of the first fingerprint file against the second 



file and me fl,^ identification «ftt,e»sern«tchfl»s«o«.fingen«m.fileandU.escoond 

identification for the user respectively. 

,3. A memod according to claim 8. »he«in said step of tecdving at least one response 

ftom the user computer includes: 

^ving a first response from the user computer including the firs, fingerprint file; and 
^vingasecondrespons.ftom.heuser<»mpu.erincl«ding.hefirstidentificatio„for 

the user. 

14. Amethodaccordingtol3.whereinthesecondresponsefromtheusercomp»teris 

received prior to first response from flie user computer. 

,5.Ame«bodaceording.o claim 5. whercintire first identificattonfor accuser includesa 

password. 

16. A med»>d according to claim 5, wherein the firs, fingerprint file incites information 

based upon an identification number of a CPU of ttie user comp«.er. 

,7.Amemodaccording«.cl^ 5, whereintirefirstfingcrprint file includes information 

based upon a MAC address associated with ttie user computer. 

18.Amed,od according «> claim 5, wherein prior to the Step of receiving tire first request 

from the yerification computer, 

storing the second fingerprin. file in a firs, dam base accessible by verification computer, 

and 

sroring ti« second identifications for tt>e user in a second database accessible by tire 

verification computer. 



19. A method according to claim 7, wherein prior to the step of receiving the first request 

from the vendor computer, 

storing the second fingerprint file in a first data base accessible by a clearinghouse 

computer, and 

storing the second identifications for the user in a second database accessible by a 

clearinghouse computer. 

20. A method according to claim 17, wherein the first database and second database are 

the same. 

21. A method according to claim 7, wherem the step of receiving a request firom a 
vendor computer includes receiving an internet address of the user computer. 

22. A method according to claim 21, wherem prior to the step of sending the at least one 
request to the user computer, identifying the user computer based upon the internet address 
received from the vendor computer. 

23. A clearinghouse computer comprising: 

a storage unit for storing information received from a user computer; the information 
including a second fingerprint file and a second identification for a user; 

a memory unit for receiving information indicative of first fingerprint file and a first 

identification for the user; and 

a processor for communicating with the storage unit and the memory unit for comparing 
information indicative of the second fingerprint file and the second identification for the user 
with information indicative of the first fingerprint file and first identification for the user, and 
causing a message to be generated based upon the comparing. 

24. A clearinghouse computer according to claim 23, wherein the storage unit includes: 



a first storage location for storing the second fingerprint file, and 

a second storage location for storing the second identification for the user. 

25. A clearinghouse computer according to claim 23, wherein the memory unit includes: 

a first memory location for storing, at least temporarily, the first fingerprint file, and 

a second memory location for storing, at least temporarily, the first identification for the 



user. 



26. A clearinghouse computer according to claim 23, fiirther including: 

an output for receiving the message to be generated based upon the comparison, and 
the output fiirther capable of communicating with a vendor computer. 

27. A clearinghouse computer according to claim 23, wherein the second identification 

for the user includes a password. 

28. A clearinghouse computer according to claim 23, wherein the second fingerprint file 
includes information based upon an identification number of a CPU of the user computer. 

29. A method for verifying a user and a user computer comprising: 

receiving at a first server at least one first message from the user computer, the at least 
one first message including a first fingerprint file; 

comparing the first fingerprint file against a second fingerprint file to verify the user 
computer, the second fingerprint file accessible by the first server; 

receiving at a second server at least one second message firom the user computer, the at 
least one second message including a first identification for the user; and 

comparing the first identification for the user against a second identification for the user 
to verify the user, the second identification for the user accessible by the second server. 
30. A method according to claim 29 where at least one server is a mini-server 



31. The method according to claim 30 where the first and second servers are mini- 
servers. 

32. A method according to claim 31, wherein the first mini-server is associated with a 
first clearinghouse computer and the second mini-server is associated with a second 

clearinghouse computer. 

33 . A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein the first mini-server is associated with a 
first clearinghouse computer and the second mini-server is associated also with the 
clearinghouse computer. 

34. A method according to claim 29, wherein: 

after the step of comparing the first fingerprint file against the second fingerprint file to 
verify the user computer, generating a first-mini-server message at the first mini-server based 
upon the results of said comparison; and 

after the step of comparing the first identification for the user against the second 
identification for the user to verify the user, generating a second-mini-server message at the 
second mini-server based upon the results of said comparison. 

35. A method according to claim 34, fiirther including: 
sending tiie first-mini-server message to a vendor computer; and 
sending the second-mini-server message to the vendor computer. 

36. A method according to claim 35, fiirther including: 

authorizing an action by the vendor computer only if both the first-mini-server message 
contains information indicating the user computer was verified and tiie second-mini-server 
message contains information indicating the user was verified. 

37. A vendor computer comprising: 



a first input for communicating with a first mini-server for receiving a first-mini-server 
message containing information indicating if a user computer was verified; 

a second input for communicating with a second mini-server for receiving a second-mini- 
server message containing information indicating if a user was verified; 

a processor for receiving the first-mini-server message fi:om the first output and the 
second mini-server message fi:om the second output and authorizing an action only if both the 
first-mini-server message contains information indicating the user computer was verified and the 
second-mini-server message contains information indicating the user was verified. 

38. A vendor computer according to claim 37, wherein the first input and the second 
input are the same. 
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